246                         INDIES   ADVENTURE

is to come, and so they gather the ingredients for that pie
they send home to Your Highness every year!"

The people in question were of course Antonio Real,
Lourengo Moreno, Diogo Pereira, and last, but certainly not
least, Gaspar Pereira, who bore the pompous title of Secretary
of India.

The trouble with Gaspar Pereira, according to Al-
buquerque, who had known him from his humble origin,
who, in fact, had helped him rise, was that he suffered from
swelled head. He had come to India with the Viceroy, who,
he felt, did not consult him enough. More than once Gaspar
Pereira had suggested this and so provoked the snub direct.
D. Francisco could not stand Gaspar Pereira. Afonso de
Albuquerque heartily concurred. " He is good for nothing
else but intrigue/' was his verdict, " and at that he is better
than any man I know!"

Gaspar Pereira went home at the beginning of 1510, but
returned two years later, occupying the same position as
before. " He did not approve of me when he came back,"
says Albuquerque, " nor of my mode of government!"

The post of Secretary of India was really that of Gover-
nor's aide-de-camp, and a more unsuitable person than
Gaspar Pereira for such a post it would be hard to find. He
accompanied his chief to Benastarim under protest, but at
the earliest opportunity escaped to Cochin, a happy hot-bed
of intrigue where he could feel at home. " It was a mercy!"
declared Albuquerque, " that he would not come with me to
Aden. He would have made mischief with all my captains and
the men. But he will not embark with me to save his life."

Gaspar Pereira was careful not to accompany his chief
on any cruise. He had no taste for maritime adventure. A
sedentary existence amid a paradise of papers would have
been his choice, for he was Nature's bureaucrat. " What he
would like," wrote Albuquerque, " are sheaves of petitions
in his charge to be dispatched behind closed doors, and many
things for which there is no time in India!" A modern govern-
ment office would have been his spiritual home.